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=; Aving had the Honour for many 
Years of Your entire Friend- 1 
ſhip and ingenuous Converſati- | 
on, and by Jong experience be- 
ing aſſured of Your affability, 
candour and true Chriſtian tem- 
Per and mo deration towards thoſe who differ 
om you in their ſentiments: of Policy and Civil 
wo Govern: 
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Government, as it is now eſtabliſhed by the . 


Your ſelf, to give a rational account of the 
reaſons and grounds of the ſevere Cenfures,.% 
which ſome of Your Brethren the Non-Juroy 7 
have paſled upon the Arch-Biſhops and Bi. 5 ah 
ſhops of the Church of England, and upon all 
the Clergy and Laity who adhere to their, 
Communion. 8 


It is but too evident and notorious that à f 
Party among the Non-Furors have arrogated þ 
to themſelves the name and property of be- nl; 
ing the only true Church of England, that the 
they diſelaim and renounce all Communion 71 
with the Biſhops and Pariſh Prieſts now ſet- vi 
led by the preſent Laws in the ſeveral Dio- Mer 
ceſes of this Kingdom; and that they declare 
the Biſhops, Curates, and their ſeveral Con- 
gregations to be Schiſmaticks, Excommuni? 
cates, and cut off from the body of Chtiſt; 
that the Miniſtrations of the Clergy are utterly br 
null and void, and that the Laity receive no 
ſpiritual benefit or advantage from the Off., 
ces and Sacraments adminiſtred to them in Wh 
propagated with great zeal and vehemence, 


and 


ind many of the Members of onr Church 
"Have already been perſuaded to withdraw 
e F$hemſelves from her Communion, and all 
1 *Kincere and good Chriſtians think themſelves 
concerned ſeriouſly to examine and enquire 
pon what ſolid ground and foundation from 
/ Reaſon, Scripture or Antiquity the Non-Ju- 
. $77 Clergy and Laity can claim to them- 
1 Rec Character of being the only true 


+ The preſent eſtabliſhed Church of England, 
a 5 fo far from being Schiſmatical in one ſenſe, 
d that ſhe never claimed the title of being the 
2- Only true Church, that ſhe never condemned 
at the Non-Furors as Separatiſts or Schiſmaticks, 
n gever refuſed correſpondence and communion 
with any of them, but moſt of her eminent 
Members, both of Clergy and Laity, have 
generouſly and largely contributed to the 
Maintenance and ſupport of thoſe 2 


1 
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who were ſo unhappy as to loſe their Benefi- 
t; es and to be deprived of their ſubſiſtance, 
br not taking the Oaths ſince the Revolution, 
© | hope the mention of this Charity will be 

Inderſtood no otherwiſe then as a neceſſary 


& 
4 "IS ny 2 
. 


wr 
3 
\ 0 
BY 11 


Wi ndication of our Churchmen, and it muſt 
d e acknowledged that the Non- Juror have 
e, eſerved a great deal more fayqur and libe- 
d IEC rality 


[4] 


rality then hath or could have been ſhewn | | fer 
towards them, upon the account of their ex- | col 
cellent and immortal defer of in Pence Xl | the 


paſſion and der to the Nb J, ors, and 
many of her Chief Members have incurred of 
great jealouſy, ſuſpicion and inconvenience | Tc 
for ſo doing; and therefore ſhe cannot but E be 
be greatly concerned to find a Church which 1 
we thought united, divided againſt it ſelf, 
that her Communion is condemned and re- 
jected, and that her Members are taught to fu 
deſert and forſake her, becauſe ſhe is deſti- = 
tute of the ordinary and ſufficient means to 
Salvation and eternal Happineſs, im. 


1 fhall endeayour to reduce the preſent 10 
Controverſy to a very ſmall compaſs, and be 
Mall conſider Your Objections againſt our tic 
Church Communion under theſe two heads. al 


66.J.In the firſt place You ſay, that all Com- ch 
munion with the preſent Church of Ele 1 
b) the Laws in being now eſtabliſhed, is 
8 chiſmatical and unlawful, becauſe the pre- dt 


A 3 
eee 
Ell 1 5 1 f 
9 
4 * x 5 1 
* 1 11 


P BY 1905s” 
$3 
— 


1 2 


ing over it, either actually 
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„ . 3 
de In the ſecond place You urge, that all 
e 7 Communion with our Church is unlawful, 
it 7 becauſe the Prayers uſed by her are immoral, 
h i. e. in your meaning, becauſe we pray for a 
2 Prince, who hath no legal title to the 
2 Crown in prejudice of the rightful and law- 


o ful Heir. 


- 
a. 
9 © Ly 


I. In the firſt place I deſire you to conſider; 
= whether a lay deprivation of a Biſhop how- 
2 ſoever invalid or illegal involveth the whole 
t Church in Schiſm? To grant as much as can 
d be delired, we will ſuppoſe the lay depriva- 
tion of Biſhops to be utterly illegal, yet letus 
$ 2 alſo ſuppoſe, that a Synod or Convention of 
2 Biſhops, who are ſubject to the ſame weak- 

naeſſes and infirmities with other Men, ſhould 
thro corruption, prejudice or ignorance de- 
4 prive and depoſe one of their own Order, 
is and unjuſtly remove him from his Charge for 
- [3 defending ſome truth of the Goſpel, or for 


doing 


6 


doing his duty to God and the Church; 18 


5 , | $4 
5 
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would deſire a Man of Your Capacity and | Tis in 


Learning to determine, whether all thoſe 
Biſhops who had a ſhare in, or who conlen- 


teck to that unjuſt deciſion, or thoſe who dif. f 
ſented from it, but were overpowered by a 
majority, were for that one reaſon Schiſma- 
ticks and Excommunicates from the Catho- 
lick Church's And whether all their Succeſ- tai 


ſors who did not diſſallow and renounce their 
AR are involved in the ſame Crime and in- 


curred the | fame dreadful Sentence? And = 
whether alt the Clergy and py who -adhe- 


red to- the Communion of thole partial and 


unjuſt Biſhops were by that adherence parta- Hi 
kers of their guilt and ſin, when perhaps they 


had neither the power to prevent it, nor the 


SEL £6 tinderftand- the merits of the Cauſe ? 


And whether all the faithful and fincere ® 


Chriſtians of that Province or Kingdom, are 


for that reaſon deprived of the ordinary bleſ- 4 
imgs of the Church, the benefit of the Sa- 


craments, the means of Grace and the hopes 
of do? „ 


hep unjuft depriyation if any Biſhop x mut 
be ack noivIeced to be equally void and null, 
whether it be done by 2 lay or by an Eccle- t 
llaſtical Power ; for all injuſtice committed 


by 


| [7] 


4 455 the moſt competent and legal Authority; 
4 Tis in the fight of God ſinful, abominable and 
of none effect, either in condemning or. ac- 
quitting any Perſon out of prejudice or ro- 
We. Submiſſion to the moſt ſevere and 
unjuſt Sentences of all Courts of Juſtice, 
- Fath in all Ages and Countries been preſcri- 
ped and practiſed by all who deſire to main- 
"Main the peace and quiet of human Society. 
9 And if every unjuſt Judgment of the State, 
and every wrong Determination of the 
Church, ſhould engage the Sujects to form a 
Faction and to renounce the Authority of their 
| FH iritual or temporal Governours : I wo 

| 1 in know, how long any Church or Com- 
ponwealth could ſubſiſt, or how any order, 
peace or 3 could be preferred in 


lk therefore it . be allowed that an unjuſt 
Heprivation of a Biſhop done even by a com- 
tent Authority, that of a Synod or Coun- 
| Hof his own Order, be not ſufficient to in- 
ue a whole Church in a Schiſm, and to 
2 Ender all the Meinbers of it Schiſmaticks, 
t Yo adhere, or ſilently ſubmit” to that wrong- 
Determination: I hope You will grant 
at a violent and unjuſt act done by a Lay- 
I Pwer, is by no means . upon the 
Church 
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Church, which the Biſhops and Clergy could 
not prevent, and which they were obliged 
to ſubmit to, to avoid greater miſchiefs and 
inconveniences, perhaps the ſubverſion ane 
utter ruin of the Order of Epiſcopacy it ſell, 
You will do well to conſider whether the ; 
ſubmiſſion of tlie Church to the unjuſt Sentence 
of that time will render all its Membern 
Schiſmaticks and * from the Cath I | 
lick Church. A 


Church Governors in ſeveral Count c 
have given up many of their inherent rig 1 
and privileges which belonged to them as? * 
| ſpiritual Society, into the hands of Prince i | 

in order to ſecure the protection of the 8 
vereign's power, and to obtain his favou 2 
and munificence to the Church. And if 2 
any time evil Princes happen to fill thi: 


eit 


Throne, and oppteſs the Biſhops or Paſtor ; 5 
of the Church, violently deprive them 4 LG 


ſome of their Privileges, or by force thru 
ſome of the Biftiops out of their Epiſcopi 
Chairs for State reaſons, or political Cons 5 
rations, whether well or ill founded, and 4 
the reſt of that Order who 2cquieſe i in wh 
they cannot prevent, and who think it mo 
conducive to the welfare of the Church pi 

ory to ſuffer this oppreſſion, of their In 


theo 
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> thren, then by unſeaſonable provocations to 
"ZZ expoſe the whole Flock committed to their 
Charge, to the anger and reſentment of earth- 
% ly powers. I ſay you ought to conſider whe- 
ther this Crime ought not to be charged upon 

the Prince and his Miniſters who commit this 
violence; and whether the Biſhops who upon 
"2 thele conſiderations ſubmit to it, are not ſo far 

= from being culpable or blameworthy, that 

all ſober and conſiderate Perſons will rather 
i & commend their prudent and ſeaſonable ſub- 
10 miſſion, then if by an ineffectual zeal and ri- 
gor they had hazarded the welfare of the 
> whole Church. And if a Chriſtian Biſhop 
99 ſuffers the deprivation of his See, by being ob- 
d noxious to the Prince upon the Throne, or 
5 to the legiſlative power of the Kingdom, and 

| either the one or the other violently and un- 
\ 1 juſtly drive him from his Charge; I cannot 
a bur think that ſuch a Biſhop would act more 
"of ſnitably to the character of a Father of the 
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Our Saviout hath told us, that it 3s impoſſi- 
e but that offences muſt come, and every days 
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[ 10] 
experience aſſures us, that , irregularities and 
diſorders will happen in Church. and State, 


and the moſt prudent and Chriſtian method , 
is to bear what cannot be remedied, and t 
leave to time and to divine Providence to 


correct and amend what is amiſs. The Greek + 
Church lies under great reſtraints and oppreſ= 7 
ſions from the Turk, and her Biſhops and Paſtors © 
cannot exerciſe their ſpiritual powers in their 


full extent, which ſhe is obliged patiently 


to endure, waiting to be delivered by God + + 
from her afflictions. But it is to be hoped, 
that the neceſſary reſtraints and irregularities 
which the is forced to ſubmit to, doth not 
invalidate all her ordinances, and make her: 


ceaſe to be the Church of Chriſt, 


The Pope is at preſent aiming to deſtroy Þ 
the liberties of the Gallican Church; which 
are bravely defended by ſome of her Pre- 
lates and Clergy. But let us ſuppoſe tlie 
Regent of France to ſecure ſome inteęrſt of 
his own, ſhould ſend the Cardinal de Noal- 7 
ler to Rome, and the reſt of the diſſenting 


Biſhops, and ſhould fill their Sees made va- t} 


cant with other Perſons, and maintain them 
in their uſurped Chairs in ſpite of all the 
prayers and tears of the reſt of the Biſhops 
and Clergy, would it follow, that all thoſe 
| . 5 Biſhops 


a 3 
0 ; i 
: 7 C p 8 q 


(9 30 5 BY 


| Biſhops and Paſtors who did not leave their 


Flocks and adhere to the cauſe of the inju- 


by red and deprived Biſhops were Schiſmaticks 


and Excommunicates, and Abettors of the 


4 Tyranny of the Pope, and of the Treachery 
of the Regent, or would it be reaſonable 
that the whole Kingdom of France ſhoulc 


lie under an interdict, and that all the pub- 


lick exerciſe of Religion ſhould ceaſe, till 


3 the deprived Biſhops ſhould be reſtored to 


their Sees, or till ſatisfaction ſhould be made 
by the Frewch King and the Pope for the in- 
jury and violence that had been dffered t 
them? | 


If King Fames had not only ſuſpended the 


late Biſhop of London, but had alſo procu- 


red an Act of Parliament to vacate the See, 


and to baniſh him into a foreign Country, 
can it be thought that the Metropolitan and 


huis Suffragans of the Province of Canterbury, 
| = would have incurred a præmunire by refuſing 


do conſecrate another Biſhop nominated by 
the King, and duly qualified by the Canons 
of the Church and the Laws of the Realm? 
Or could that Biſhop ſo unjuſtly deprived 
in reaſon or good Conſcience have expected, 
that the whole ſet of Biſhops ſhould have 
incurred the like unjuſt deprivation upon his 
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account, and under the pretence of not o- 
beying a Law of Parliament, and ſubmitting 


to the Royal Prerogative, by a mere trick 
of State have loſt their Biſhopricks, and re- 
ſigned their Flocks to a ſet of Popiſh Bi- 
ſhops, who like Wolves were ready to ſeize 
upon and devour them? And if the Arch- fel 
Biſhop and Biſhops had prudently evaded Þ 

the ſnare that might thus have been laid in 
to catch them and to ruin the Church, and "Ib | 
obeyed the Law, and complied with the 
Prerogative in that behalf, would any Man 
in his Wits have charged them as Schiſma- 
ticks and betrayers of the intereſts of the 
Church; or would not all conſiderate Per- al 
lons have highly applauded their wiſdom and 


dexterity in foreſeeing and preventing far 


greater Evils ? 


In the beginning of the Reign of Queen 


Elizabeth there was a great depradation of 
Church Lands and Clrurch Goods, ſome Bi- Wk 
ſhopricks were kept vacant for many years, 
and many Mannors were granted away, to th 
ſatisfle the Neceſſities and the Avarice of 


Courtiers, which in the fight of God and the 
World, was no other then barefaced robbery 
and ſacriledge. The Biſhops of that time 
were wiſe and great Men, and by no means 
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Anſenſible of the wrong that was done to 
| #hemlſelves and to their ſucceſſors, and they 
Often repreſented their greivances to the 
Queen with very little effect. But I believe 
it will not be laid to their charge, that they 
pere guilty of Sacriledge in robbing them- 


#lves and the Church, becauſe they did not 
communicate all thoſe who violently and 
Injuſtly poſſeſſed their Eſtates. They wiſe- 
F' judged that ſuch a rigorous manner of 
proceeding would unavoidably ruin them- 
Felves and the Church, and that it was more 
- 'Aviſable to ſubmit to the iniquity of the 
times, and ſuffer ſome injuſtice. then to loſe 
All, and become downright Beggars. 

I mention this for no other reaſon then 
t ſhew, that where a Church is incorpora- 
ed with a State, and its well being in a 
great Meafure depends upon the favour 
d countenance of Worldly Powers, Ec- 
eſiaſtical Power and Diſcipline cannot al- 
Ways be exerciſed to the heighth, and with 
e utmoſt rigour and ſeverity. And we 
ve found by ſome inſtances, that when 
ZShurch Governours have wanted prudence 
d diſcretion to behave themſelves in diffi- 
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it and nice Conjunctures, they have 
 Wought a flouriſhing and proſperous Church 


into 
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who had governed his Province for mam) 


tion of a Lay-deprivation of Biſhops rev. 


ther to be eſteemed a Diviſion in the State, Wi 


_ Erine, Diſcipline and Orders of the Church, 


was only a difference in the Perſons who g- 


- # 
| TIF 
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into an afflicted, miſerable and perſecuted 
ſtate, which can never be wiſhed for or cou. 
ted, che it oughr patiently to be endured | 

N "Fern 


Without doubt it was a great uneaſines 
and mortification to the Biſhops and Clet. zn 
gy, to be deprived of their Metropolitan," h 


eal, Piety and Prudence, and to fee the no. 


ved and practiſed, contrary to the uſage of 4 
the Primitive Church. But as this Depriva | 
tion was made purely upon a Political ac. 
count, becauſe the Arch-Biſhop and Biſhop; 
refuſed to take the Oaths and to ſubmit t 
the new King and Queen then ſeated upol 
the Throne, and to qualifie themſelves tor i 
their Seats in Parliament, as all the Peers of Wi 
the Realm were obliged by Law to do: | 
cannot but think their Deprivation ought ra. 


then a Schiſm in the Church. For the Do- 


x q 


ſtill remained entire and untouched, ther At 
Succeſſors to the yacant Sees followed the Ming 
{ame Faith, and exerciſed the ſame Divine Me 
Worſhip with their predeceſſors, and there 1 
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A 1 
verned the Church. In all Revolutions and 

Commotions of State things are apt to be 
iy tarried with a high hand and to extremes, 


and if the Biſhops who took the Oaths to 
tbe Government Jad refuſed to ſubmit to a 
dew Arch-Biſhop, or to conſecrate other new 
7 Biſhops, the Enemies of the Church who 
0. A ere then very bold and powerful, would 
. Js eaſily have found a Method to have made 
7 Revolution in the Church of Exgland, as 
I e did in 2 that of Scotland. 

c. 
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10 


2 


Li very ſenſible, that all this will be 
Qled human Policy and Prudence, conſul- 


. Ing with Fleſh and Blood, and complying. 
0 ich the corruption of the times, to which 1 
1 all only anfwer, that I know no buſineſs 
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any kind can be managed in | this World 
Without it. 
$ } 1 
er Y 4nd let thoſe who plead for carrying on 


hell Wogs with the utmoſt rigour and ſeverity, ' 
ine Ad without com plying in any meaſure with 
ere hc neceſſity of times and ſeaſons, name a- 


one Church in Chriſtendom, which doth 
er t in many inſtances relax her Diſcipline, 

d Wntrary to her own judgment, and think 
i he ſelf obliged to ſecure her welfare and 
2 Þiperity at ſome expence. The 
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The Non-Furing Biſhops are now deaf 
and gone, and no doubt but are the happieM 
for their ſufferings in this World; and-I car 
not think, that the Caſe of Schiſm, howl.|t 
ever conſidered or underſtood, affects te 
preſent Church of England, any more the 
former Schiſms of the Eaſtern and Weſtin 
Churches affect the preſent Greek and Roma 
Churches. Much leſs can it be conceived|# 
that ever ſince the deprivation of the Nin 
Furing Biſhops, the Church hath beef 
deſtitute ot the Grace of God, the Gifts ol 
his Holy Spirit, and the ordinary Means of 
Salvation. And it can't but be thought 
high preſumption for any one to pronoun 
ſuch a Sentence of any Church, howſoere 
imperfect or irregular, without an expire 
3 and Revelation from God hin 
+ | FR $ 


J. I proceed to conſider your other Objeciſ 
ons againſt communicating with our Chura$ 
becauſe her Prayers are immoral, that is, | 

you meaning, becauſe we pray for a Prin 

who hath no legal Title to the Crown, in Pre 
judice of the lawful and rightful Heir. 


TH 
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The State of the Chriſtian Church in this 
World, and of all her Members, muſt be 
very miſerable and unhappy if ſhe is obliged 


to intereſt and concern her ſelf in all Revo- 


lutions and Commotions of State. Our Sa- 


viour hath told us, That his Kingdom is not 


of this World, and can it be ſuppoſed , that 


Changes of Government, and the ſetting up 


and pulling down of Kings ſhould any way 
affect the preaching of the Goſpel, obſtruct 


the Prayers of the Faithful, or break the 
' Communion of the Church? The Patrons 


of the Independent Power of the Church 


upon the State, ſeem not a little inconſiſtent 


with themſelves if they confine the Eſſence 
of a Church to it's Allegiance to the Crown, 
and affert, that when a Prince by his own 


Folly, Misfortune, or the Wickedneſs of his 


Subjects, loſeth his Kingdom, that all pub- 


1 lick Adminiſtration of the Word of God and 


the Sacraments ought to ceaſe, till he is re- 
ſtored to his juſt and legal Poſſeſſion. This 
is a Notion ſo new and extraordinary, that 
barely to mention it is ſufficient to expoſe it. 
But let us ſuppoſe, that an Uſurper by Con- 


queſt, or by the Treachery and Treaſon of 


an Army or a Court, acquires an unjuſt 


Pollefſion of a Crown, and maintains it by 


— © * 


— ant 


1 

an armed Force and the Power of the Sword, 
would it be the indiſpenſable Duty of the 
Biſhops and Paſtors of the Church, if they 
were permitted the free Exerciſe of Religi- 
on, to ſhut up the Churches, and put the 
whole Kingdom under an Interdict till the 
Uſurper was driven out, and the injured 
Prince was reſtored to his juſt Rights? Do 
we think that the Primitive Chriſtians in the 
Times of the greateſt Diſtraction and Con- 
fuſion would have left off their publick Aſ- 
ſemblies, provided the Conqueror would 
have allowed them the free and full Exer- 
ciſe of their Religion? = 


Bur You ſay that our Praying for a Prince 
who hath no Right to the Crown in preju- 
dice to the Lawtul Heir makes our Commu- 
nion unlawful. I cannot perceive praying 
for a King de facto, is an immoral or an un- 
_ lawful Act. „„ 


For we are exhauſted by St. Paul, at a 
time when the worſt of Men was Head of 
the Roman Empire, to pray for Kings and 
all in Authority. An Uſurper who hath no 
juſt Title to a Crown, may exerciſe an unjuſt 
Authority in a regular and juſt manner, he 

may 


y be wiſe valiant, juſt, and religious in 
= reſpects except his Ulurpation, and many 
eefts and Advantages may redound to 
== Publick from his Adminiſtration and Go- 
ment. And if God, by his Permiſſion, 
ers an Uſurper to rule over any Kingdom, 
Wt but think it the Duty and Intereſt of 
Subjects to pray, that he may not be a 
ant and a Scourge to the People, over 
m he hath got an unjuſt Dominion, and 
ch a one in any meaſure anſwers the 
of the publick Good and Safety, and 
ee all is a Profeſſor and Encourager of 
rue Religion, it is certainly the Duty of 
eeople to give God thanks for the Hap- 
and Tranquility they enjoy under his 
ernment, and to pray, that as long as 
Divine Providence thinks fit he ſhould 
= over them, they may lead quiet and 
able Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 
I 1 appeal to the Judgment of all Man- 


is fe 


_— whether ſuch Prayers are as execrable 


and acceptable in the ſight of God our 
ur. 1 e 
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learned, or ſelt-intereſted, who to this Day 
_ conſtantly frequent the Communion of our 
Church. And hard would be the Fate of 
any Chriſtian Countrey, if overpowered and if 
conquered by a Foreign Enemy, or delivered 
into the Power of an Uſurper by any other 
means, that all publick Offices and Miniſtra- 1 
tions of religious Worſhip ſhould ceaſe, till 
the Ufurper was diſpoſſeſſd, and the exiled 
Prince was reſtored, for no other reaſon 
then that it was unlawful to pray for the 
Prince in the preſent Poſſeſſion of the 
F olle! | 


But whatever Difficulties there may ariſe 


in Mens Conſciences about praying for a 71 
King de facto, according to the Form preſcri- Ine 


bed in the Book of - Common-Prayer, as per- 
haps there may be ſome which are material, 
it is not the Buſineſs of thoſe who have taken 
Oaths to the preſent Government to ſolve or 
clear up thoſe Difficulties, for that Point 
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Nught to be reſolved by thoſe Non-FJurors, 
Wo tho' they will not ſwear to the King 
Wow reigning, yet make no Scruple of being 
Wreſent at the Oſlices and Miniſtrations of 
ur Churches. 
Y | 
nE Delign of giving you the trouble 
ol this Letter is not only to vindicate 
Ne preſent Church of England, but your 
f and the reſt of your Brethren the Non- 
3 7 fore, who hold Communion with Us. 
Wd I deſire, that if any Arguments I have 
ade uſe of are defective, that you will em- 
oy the Learning and Abilities you are 
W:ſter of to ſupply that Detect. For I dare 
rm, that after all which you have loſt 
a ſuffered to keep your Conſcience 
y id of Offence towards God and the 
ole World, you cannot but be filled 
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Wh Reſentment and Indignation, to be 


"A 


Wuſed of holding Communion with a 


Wurch guilty of Schiſm, Hereſy, and unrigh- 
Ws Dcvotions, and which (like the Church of 
ne) 75 corrupt in its Doctrine, Worſhip and 
%%). „ 
⁊ñ - 
Sir, 
Tour aſſured Friend and 
obedient Servaut. 
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